Guideline 2.01
Specialist criteria for ordinary membership
(modified by resolution passed at the annual general meeting in 1998)
Preface
In accordance with the society's goals as defined in its bylaws, the acknowledged criteria for public
appointment (chambers of industry and commerce) or certification (European standards), the status of
an expert for the forensic examination of handwriting (GFS) should provide external and internal proof
of the fact that he possesses the specific scientific qualifications for this discipline and is authorized to
provide suitable expert testimony as an expert witness before court. Among other things, this
presupposes that the expert complies with the necessary general and special requirements and
undertakes to contribute to the furtherance of this discipline both in the area of research and in
practical application by means of regular study of the relevant literature and by taking part in suitable
further training.

General requirements
In addition to subject-related skills, the expert should be able to demonstrate that he possesses
knowledge in the following areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Civil and criminal court procedures to the extent that this concerns the expert's activities.
Statutory stipulations and other public rules for the appointment, retention and deployment of
the expert and the rendering of his reports as well as his rights, obligations and liability.
Basis for and structure of reports, rendering of and explanations for reports.
Detection of errors in the form and content of reports and steps to check these.
Examinations in related forensic areas and case-by-case possibilities for joint activities
(particularly, examination of documents, examination of technically produced writing,
linguistics).
Techniques for the systematic study of literature and methodical requirements for
understanding specialist literature and for performing independent examinations.
Invoicing of expenses, remuneration for expert.

Special requirements with respect to the examination of handwriting
The expert for handwriting examinations is qualified to render reports on all kinds of handwritten
documents to determine their authenticity, to identity the writer and to assess the conditions under
which the documents arose as expert testimony before courts of law. This particularly requires detailed
knowledge of the following subsegments of the discipline:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Purpose and methodical principles of forensic examinations of handwriting and delineation
from other disciplines related to handwriting (particularly graphology).
Axioms and premises underlying the handwriting comparisons.
Psycho-physiological and anatomical underpinnings of handwriting.
Effect of schooling, learning how to write and technical conditions on handwriting.
Development of individual handwriting, its relative intraindividual stability and interindividual
variability.
Foreign writing systems and school writing systems.
Age-related and pathological changes in handwriting.
Effect of other internal and external variations on handwriting.
Types of writing aids and their impact on handwriting.
Techniques for falsifying handwriting and methods of detecting falsifications.
Optical and other physical/technical methods of examining documents (GFS guideline 1.01).

•
•
•
•
•

Requirements of the writing material and information required to determine related facts of
relevance for examinations of handwriting.
Principles and problems in connection with examining non-originals.
Acknowledged systems for identifying metrical and non-metrical graphic variables.
Particular problems and methods for identifying handwriting in the case of deliberately
concealed handwriting styles.
Approaches and methods for computer-aided examinations and comparisons of
handwriting.
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